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Make A Difference Day

Project Proposal – 2009
Please note that this form must be typed. Handwritten forms will not be processed.
	Agency Name:
	Council on Aging of Volusia County


Tell us about your project in a brief paragraph. Include the impact of the project on your organization.  Please include:

	What is your project (describe)? Also, why did you choose this project?

	We are requesting 1,500 handmade Birthday Cards.

The impact for our organization:  Not only is there a significant time savings because COA does not have the staff resources to do such a task, there is an enormous reward for the elderly person receiving these thoughtful cards, many of whom have no one in their lives.  Additionally, this experience will give the responding groups more of an awareness of the services available through the Council on Aging so that should they have a loved on or an older acquaintance who may need assistance, the information is accessible. 



	Where is the project located (address)?

	The project could be done at the Volunteer’s site and then delivered to Council on Aging on Make a Difference Day.



	When (Saturday, October 24th—what are the specific hours of the project)?

	Volunteers could set own hour and then deliver to the Council on Aging on Make a Difference Day a time set between COA and project volunteers.



	Who will benefit from your project?  Please explain.

	1,500 seniors throughout Volusia County who will be identified as in most need will be the recipients.  Many of these people are frail, homebound and without consistent support of family and friends.

	When (specific hours of the project)?

	Project volunteers will independently choose the activity hours that meet their schedules.

	How many people will be helped (best estimate—must be a number)?

	1,500

	What will be the long-term impact of this project?

	Well-being of the older person:  COA is striving to partner with the community to promote healthy, independent living for seniors. Knowing that someone cares enough to make them a birthday card helps a person feel special at their birthday when sometimes it can be depressing and lonely with no one else to care…this can make a difference.  We have seen that many of these people keep their homemade cards from year to year because they are a cherished gift.

Agency Public Relations: Knowledge of COA and its services is passed onto volunteers. 

	What special skills are required?

	Able to work with hands to construct cards.  No artistic skills needed, jut the lover of making something to give it away.

	How many hours do you think this project will take?
	Depends on the number participating, possibly 5+ hours

	Is this project restricted from media coverage? If so, please explain.

	No, although if children or youth adopt the project a media release form maybe needed before media can take pictures.

	How many volunteers do you think will be necessary for this project? 

	Minimum:
	100 if 15 cards per person
	Maximum: 
	1,500 if everyone made one card. This project could be adopted by a number of volunteer groups.



	Who may participate?

	Youth?

Min Age?
	Yes,

Minimum age 5 to be able to write
	Adults
	yes
	Seniors
	yes
	Physically Challenged
	yes

	How many people from your organization will be present that day to instruct/supervise?
	One or two to organize to accept the cards and take photos.

	Does the organization have all supplies/tools needed to complete the project?

	Based on Volunteer needs, construction paper, markers, pencils, crayons, scissors, paste, etc. can be made available.

	What other resources will be provided (lunch, refreshments, etc.)?

	n/a


