
Westside Elementary fourth grader Micah Ingram donated his piggy bank savings to Coins for the Children. Micah had collected the savings over four years, a total of $14.32. 
 
Media Note: The classes that collected the most coins will enjoy lunch catered specially for them courtesy of Red Lobster, Daytona Beach on Tuesday, May 12. Media is invited to attend.
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For Immediate Release
 
Westside Elementary Students Offer “Change”
 
 
VOLUSIA COUNTY, Fla. (May 1, 2009) –  Amid celebrations of their improved FCAT writing test scores yesterday, students at Westside Elementary School in Daytona Beach completed a two-week project aimed at raising funds for homeless children in the area, known as Coins for the Children. From April 14 to April 30, students in all classes, all grade levels, collected coins to donate to the Community Foundation Volusia & Flagler: Homeless Children Fund. The monies will go to support services to prevent or reduce homelessness among children in Volusia and Flagler Counties.  After counting all the change yesterday, Principal Judi Winch announced that the students had raised $703.35. 
 
In Volusia and Flagler Counties, more than 2,000 people on average are homeless on any given day. Nearly half of all homeless in our community are children, most are under the age of six.  In fact, this year in Volusia County Schools alone, more than 900 children are living in homelessness, either sheltered or unsheltered. 
 
“Here at Westside, we get so much support from our community,” said Winch. “We teach that it is important to give back and this project was a great example of service learning in action.”
 
The student body at Westside is 85 percent minority with 90 percent of the students qualifying for free or reduced lunch. 
 
The Coins for the Children project was coordinated by guidance counselor Gail O’Leary. As part of the service learning project, students in Westside Elementary’s Nights Alive program also read The Giving Tree, by Shel Silverstein. 
 
The classes that collected the most coins will enjoy lunch catered specially for them courtesy of Red Lobster, Daytona Beach on Tuesday, May 12. Several members of the Homeless Children Fund committee have pledged to match the monies raised by Westside students. 
 
One of the top performers in the Coins for Children program was 10-year-old Micah Ingram, a Westside Elementary fourth grader from Jennifer Dietz’ class. Micah emptied his piggy bank and donated $14.32 to the cause, money he had been collecting since he was six years old. When asked if he considered simply donating a few coins from his piggy bank instead of the entire amount, he said the thought never crossed his mind. 
 
“I just wanted to help all the homeless kids,” Micah explains shyly. 
 
About the Homeless Children Fund:
The Homeless Children Fund is a donor advised fund that has been established through the Community Foundation Volusia Flagler, United Way by caring individuals seeking to specifically address homelessness among children in Volusia and Flagler Counties. The fund was established by Community Foundation board member Forough Hosseini with members of the committee including: Mori Hosseini, Gale Lemerand, Bob Davis, Rodney Cruise, Ray Salazar, Tony Schefstad, John Johnson, Kent Sharples, Trudie Kibbee Reed, Jeff Feasel and Pam Carbiener
 
ICI Homes has pledged to donate money to the fund for each new home closing and give the homeowner an opportunity to match it; John Johnson has pledged $1 for each student enrolled at Embry-Riddle Daytona Beach; Bob Davis collected pledges from members of the Hotel-Motel Association through its annual dues.  The goal of the Homeless Children Fund is to have a broad and continuous source of revenue to prevent and reduce homelessness among children, not so just continuously band aiding the problem. 
 
About the Community Foundation of Volusia & Flagler
The Community Foundation connects people who care with causes that matter.  Established in 1983, the Community Foundation of Volusia & Flagler is a tax exempt public charitable organization and a division of the United Way of Volusia and Flagler Counties.  By providing the gateway to giving, the Community Foundation empowers charitable individuals to realize their personal philanthropic goals and strengthen our community forever.  Satisfy your charitable passion at www.unitedway-vfc.org.
