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United Way, The Women’s Initiative, and the Community Foundation 
Dig Deep to Give Local Food Banks $20,000 This Holiday Season
DAYTONA BEACH, FL.  Board members of the United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties, the United Way Women’s Initiative and the Community Foundation of Volusia- Flagler have authorized the allocation of $20,000 to help local area food banks this holiday season.  The first $10,000 was distributed last month from the United Way’s reserve funds and the second $10,000 was authorized last week to come from the Women’s Initiative and the Community Foundation each offering $5,000 to help local food banks to fulfill their ever rising needs. 

Food banks in Volusia and Flagler Counties continue to struggle this holiday season as they are seeing sharp increases in the number of clients and decreases in the amount of donations.  Second Harvest Food bank reports a 44% increase this past quarter from last year at this time and that is just one example of how great the increase in need has been.  The United Way’s 2-1-1/First Call for Help which helps to connect people in need to local area services has seen a 40% increase in call volume over last year.  

The money will go to help:
Flagler Area Ministerial Association,

Neighborhood Center of West Volusia, 

Jewish Federation of Volusia/Flagler,

Halifax Urban Ministries,

Catholic Charities,

Community Life Center’

Flagler County Resource Center, and

Halifax Urban Ministries.  

The money comes to them as a $2,500 credit through the Second Harvest Food Bank thus maximizing each donated dollar.  Through the Second Harvest Food Bank every $1 donated has the capability of purchasing $19 worth of food. 
“Families are struggling this year and so are many of the agencies that are helping them to wade through such rough waters.  It’s times like these that we all have to dig deep and unite to make sure that as many people as possible feel the warmth of the holiday season and realize the generosity of their fellow man,” says Ray Salazar, President of the United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties.  

“As a division of the United Way of Volusia-Flagler, the Community Foundation responded to the immediate and critical need of our local food pantries last year with a $5,000 donation and we are proud to join in support again in this effort,” said David Jones, chairman of the Community Foundation. “Our goal is to work with our donors and the community to build the capacity of our local food banks and our all of our non-profits long-term.”

“Helping women and children in need in our own community is the overall mission of this organization,” stated Elan Kaney, Co-Chair of the United Way Women’s Initiative.  Added Co-Chair Donna Sue Sanders, “Our involvement with this initiative is a way for local women to come together, pool our resources and create positive change, right where we live.  It’s what we refer to as the ‘Power of the Purse’. ”

 

The United Way has also been holding a Live United Community Food drive since November that has which has been able to make weekly drop offs to more than 7 different area food banks.  The food drive continues until December 19th.   This has been a great community effort which has included such participants as Embry-Riddle, Caplan Management, ITT Corporation, The United Way’s Flagler Advisory County Members, Toast Masters on the Halifax, The Daytona Airport Softball Tournament Participants, Children’s Advocacy Center and many more community groups and individuals. 

The United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties improves lives and builds a stronger community by bringing together hearts, minds and resources from across the region and by developing effective partnerships with businesses, government and nonprofit organizations.  Each year the United Way holds a fundraising campaign to help fund more than 83 programs from 43 local partner agencies.  For more information, please visit the web-site www.LiveUnitedInVolusiaFlagler.org  or call 2-1-1 (386-253-0564)  if you or someone you know needs help or wants to learn how to Give, Advocate, or Volunteer. 

The Community Foundation of Volusia Flagler connects people who care with causes that matter.  Established in 1983, The Community Foundation is a tax exempt, public charitable organization and a division of the United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties.  By providing a gateway to giving, we empower charitable individuals to realize their personal philanthropic goals and strengthen our community forever.  Satisfy your charitable passion at www.LiveUnitedInVolusiaFlagler.org
 In 2004, a dynamic group of women launched the United Way Women’s Initiative of Volusia-Flagler Counties.  Part of a growing network across the county, the Women’s Initiative is engaging and involving women of all ages and backgrounds to find solutions that create measurable change in their community, and impact issues that matter to women.  Through focused investment, the Women’s Initiative improves the quality of life for women and children in Volusia and Flagler counties.  To play a part in a leading edge of a new era of philanthropy, visit www.ThePowerofThePurse.org.
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