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VOLUNTEER CENTER OF VOLUSIA/FLAGLER HONORS THREE WITH
President’s Volunteer Service Awards
Prestigious National Honor for Volunteer Service to be presented at Florida Association of Volunteer Centers Meeting in Daytona Beach …

DAYTONA BEACH – The Volunteer Center of the United Way of Volusia and Flagler Counties today announced it will award three volunteers with the President’s Volunteer Service Award, the highest national honor offered in recognition of volunteer service.  To qualify for the President’s Volunteer Service Award, volunteers must have logged a specified number of volunteer hours over a 12-month period.  Volunteers who complete a minimum of 4,000 volunteer hours over the course of their lifetimes are eligible to receive the President’s Call to Service Award.
The Awards will be presented at Florida Association of Volunteer Centers meeting, to be held Thursday, Aug. 9 at The Plaza Resort & Spa, located at 600 N. Atlantic Avenue. The meeting begins at 12 noon Eastern Time, and the Awards will be presented at approximately 5 p.m.  
The outstanding volunteers who will receive this award are:

· Tyson Cowles, 18, of Port Orange. For four years, Cowles has volunteered for Hospice of Volusia/Flagler, and currently provides compassionate companionship for patients facing end-of-life issues and their families.  At 18, Ty has an impressive volunteer resume which also includes volunteering at Halifax Urban Ministries’ “Room at the Inn,” a medical mission trip to Africa, building a school in Costa Rica and serving as president of his church’s youth group. Ty’s goal is to become a registered nurse so that he can continue to do medical missions. Ty was also the winner of the United Way/Bright House Networks Youth Volunteer of the Year award, this past April.
· Pastors Mike Carroll and Mike Modica, First Assembly of DeLand.  With more than 5,000 volunteer service hours, Pastors Mike Carroll and Mike Modica each will receive the President’s Call to Service Award. The Pastors have been fulfilling needs in our community since the wildfires of 1998, along with multiple hurricanes, the Christmas tornado of 2006 and Groundhog Day tornadoes Feb. 2, 2007.  In addition, they maintain a 
food pantry assisting with daily needs as well as regular outreaches to the homeless in our area with food and basic needs. Earlier this year, The Pastors and First Assembly DeLand were also awarded the Key to the City for their efforts.
“These recipients of the President’s Volunteer Service Award and President’s Call to Service Awards are role models for all Americans,” said Volunteer Florida Chief Executive Officer Wendy Spencer.  “Each volunteer hour contributed makes a difference in improving the quality of life for others.  Through their extraordinary commitment, these volunteers have brought us closer together as families, as communities and as a Nation.”

Established in 2003, the President’s Volunteer Service Award – which is modeled after the President’s Physical Fitness Award – is available on an annual basis to individuals, groups and families who have met or exceeded requirements for volunteer service and have demonstrated exemplary citizenship through volunteering.  As a Certifying Organization participating in the Award program, The Volunteer Center of the United Way of Volusia and Flagler Counties confers the Awards to recognize the outstanding achievements of volunteers in our area.  

“In his 2002 State of the Union Address, President George W. Bush created the USA Freedom Corps, and called on every American to make a lifelong commitment to volunteer service.  The President’s Volunteer Service Award recognizes individuals and families who have answered that call,” said Spencer. 
The President’s Volunteer Service Award is an award for volunteer service that every American – from every age and every walk of life – can aspire to achieve.  To be eligible to receive the Award, individuals, families and groups submit a record of their annual volunteer service hours to participating organizations, such as The Volunteer Center of the United Way of Volusia and Flagler Counties, that will verify the service and deliver the Award. Award eligibility for individuals and groups is based upon hour requirements varying by age.  

The Award is issued by the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation, a group created by President Bush to recognize the valuable contributions volunteers are making to our nation.  Chaired by Case Foundation President Jean Case, the Council is comprised of leaders in government, media, entertainment, business, education, nonprofits, and the volunteer sector.  As an appointee to the President’s Council, Spencer will present the Awards on behalf of the White House.
For more information on volunteering in Volusia and Flagler Counties, please visit www.unitedway-vfc.org.
For more information about how to qualify for the President’s Volunteer Service Award, please visit www.PresidentialServiceAwards.gov or call 1-866-545-5307.

Since 1977, the Volunteer Center of the United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties plays an integral role in our community. Its mission is to promote and nurture volunteerism in the Volusia and Flagler communities through the recruitment, development, placement and recognition of individuals and groups contributing time and talent to organizations which improve the quality of life for our residents.  
(more)

The Governor's Commission on Volunteerism and Community Service (Volunteer Florida) was established in 1994 by the Florida Legislature to administer grants under the National and Community Service Trust Act of 1993. The Commission grants funds to Florida AmeriCorps and National Service programs; encourages volunteerism for everyone from youth to seniors to people with disabilities; promotes volunteerism for disaster preparedness and response; and helps to strengthen and expand Volunteer Centers in Florida.
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